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OUR APPROACH TO SUSTAINABILITY

We are committed not only to leading through best practice in sustainability 
and supporting our local community, but also in inspiring action from the 
events and marine industries.

The impact of COVID -19 over the last year provided a breathing space for 
the environment with reduced emissions, cleaner seas and oceans and 
marine wildlife being seen in habitats not used for decades. 

This year British Marine are proud to be entering the third year of our Charter 
and Pledge, to support long term sustainability, to protect and restore our 
oceans and importantly, to reduce the environmental impact of our flagship 
show, Southampton International Boat Show.

Our five-year Charter and Pledge lifts the standards and requirements of our 
show and those who exhibit within it and this year we will raise the bar again, 
with a number of new requirements for us and our exhibitors.

New exhibitor requirements for 2021:

• No use of single use plastic water bottles on exhibitor stands, outlets
and/or hosted events.

• Exhibitors to nominate a sustainability champion on their stand to
oversee waste management and recycling at the show.

• Only offer sustainable and recyclable promotional giveaways.

• Only use compostable, recyclable or reusable plates, cups or cutlery on
their stand.

Meanwhile, as show organisers, British Marine will be implementing the 
following new measures this year:

• Improving the efficiency of our e-ticket service and urging our visitors
to bring their tickets electronically.

• Printing our show map on FSC certified or recycled paper.

• Sourcing wristbands which are biodegradable.

• Reviewing our show signage and ensuring that we utilise recyclable
materials.

• Raising money for a sustainability charity, at the point of ticket
purchase.

You can also go the extra mile and enter your company for the 
Exhibitor Sustainability Award. Now in its second year, it recognises 
the exhibitor who has embraced sustainability both inside and outside 
the show. The award will be presented by The Green Blue's Mike 
Golding on Press Day (10th September) at the show.

To help you this year we have sourced a number of relevant suppliers 
to get you started.

We hope that the ideas and actions in this guide inspire you to get 
involved. Even if you try just one idea, it could make a real difference.

We would like to thank all our exhibitors for stepping up and 
contributing to the sustainable future of our industry and oceans.

Lesley Robinson
CEO, British Marine



STEP 1 - green actions

MAKE YOUR SUSTAINABILITY PLEDGE 
Make a sustainability pledge by initially committing to the seven mandatory actions below and 
four (or more) of the eight voluntary actions outlined in our new Exhibitor and Contractor 
Charter to minimise your impact at this year’s show. 

We will be promoting all stands that sign up to the Charter with a special green stand plaque. 

New MANDATORY requirements for 2021
1. *NEW* No use of single use plastic water bottles on exhibitor stands, outlets and/or hosted events.
2. *NEW* Exhibitors to nominate a sustainability champion on their stand to oversee waste

management and recycling at the show.
3. *NEW* Only offer sustainable and recyclable promotional giveaways.
4. *NEW* Only use compostable, recyclable or reusable plates, cups or cutlery on your stand.

1. For guest passes and tickets to your stand events or related activities, use E-tickets or QR codes wherever possible - if
not, use recycled paper.

2. No plastic straws on any stand, food outlet or hosted event at the show.
3. Reduce use of single use plastic for all show related preparation and operations.

1. Enter the Exhibitor Sustainability Award.
2. Promote the Green Blue’s good environmental practice and sustainability.
3. Organise or support a local waterside clean up in your area.
4. Choose a sustainable/biodegradable hand sanitiser and cleaning materials.
5. Ensure as much of your stand set up equipment is reusable.
6. Use public transport or car share (where viable) to get to the show.
7. Reduce paper use and printed materials at the show – use digital files, if you need to print use recycled or FSC paper and

vegetable inks.
8. Spread the word – encourage environmentally responsible behaviour by your staff, contractors and customers.

EXISTING MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS FROM 2019

VOLUNTARY

Sign up to the Exhibitor & Contractor Charter here 

sustainable supplier list

Stand water dispensers (hire) 

Promotional giveaways & water bottles 

Biodegradable/compostable tableware   

Compostable/biodegradable cups 

Non-plastic straws 

Environmental resources  

Signage  

Cleaning & sanitising (COVID-19 secure) 

*Ecoworks discount available for SIBS 

exhibitors 

www.edgarswater.com 

www.lsbranding.co.uk 

 www.littlecherry.co.uk 

www.rawpac.co.uk

 www.turtlestraws.co.uk  

www.thegreenblue.org  

www.a3m.co.uk

www.ecoworksmarine.com

https://www.southamptonboatshow.com/exhibitor-contractor-charter/
https://thegreenblue.org.uk
www.edgarswater.com
www.Lsbranding.co.uk
www.littlecherry.co.uk
www.turtlestraws.co.uk
www.ecoworksmarine.com
https://www.a3m.co.uk/product/signage/
https://www.ecoworksmarine.com/
https://thegreenblue.org.uk/


STEP 2 - PRE-SHOW PLANNING

YOUR SHOW PREPARATIONS

Promotional materials 

• Use digital options – For example USB sticks, QR Codes, URLs
or email instead of printed materials (such as brochures,
leaflets or posters).

Focus on interactive and targeted e-communications and online 
platforms to inform and stay in touch with potential visitors, fellow 
exhibitors and the media instead of postal mail outs. Take 
advantage of our improved e-ticket service and use Special Guest 
e-tickets for customers and guests rather than printed tickets.

• Only use sustainable useful giveaways at the show which
can be reused or recycled.

• Provide only reusable bags/wallets on your stand instead of
plastic.

• If you need to print then where possible use recycled paper
and vegetable-based inks.

• Make printed materials timeless (not date or event specific)
so they can be reused.

Stand design and build
• Design and build your stand with materials or elements

which can be reused year-on-year. If this isn’t possible,
then why not consider donating parts to worthy causes,
such as non-profit organisations and schools?

Packaging and shipping
• Avoid using styrofoam packing as it is not recyclable.
• Reduce unnecessary packaging and opt for biodegradable

and recyclable packaging where required.

Food and drink 
• Offer sustainable and/or locally produced food on your

stand.
• Avoid single-use plastic cutlery, tableware and drinking

straws.
• Choose sustainable or compostable tableware.

Also consider...
• Ensure access to your stand and its facilities are suitable for

people with a wide range of impairments.
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STEP 3 - responsible travel

Public transport
• To get to and from the Southampton International Boat Show

take advantage of the local public transport routes on offer to you
and your team – whether it’s train, bus, bike, boat or by foot!

Car share
• Reduce the amount of journeys you and your team

take to the show and arrange a car share scheme with
your colleagues.

Get your guests travelling green 
• Encourage your guests to take public transport to and from

the show – not only will it help to reduce traffic but will be
more environmentally friendly.

Explore public transport routes to the show

https://www.southamptonboatshow.com/visitor-information/how-to-get-here/ 
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STEP 4 - during The show

YOUR SHOW PREPARATIONS

The Exhibitor Sustainability Award
• Enter the Exhibitor Sustainability Award.

General waste 
We’re extremely proud to have diverted over 7.5 tons 
of show waste away from landfill at 2019's event.

You can help by:

• Reducing any unnecessary waste brought onsite, such
as additional packaging.

• Place all your onsite waste in the show’s disposal bins
where it will then be sent to an accredited recycling
plant, even during build up and breakdown.

• Ensure all your equipment is removed during
breakdown and nothing is left onsite.

Exhibitor bottles
• Exhibitors should ensure they provide their staff with their

own bottles to use during the show.

• Refill points will be available across the site.

Spread the word
• Signpost how you are making a difference on your stand and

the green changes you have made by proudly displaying your 
special green stand plaque.

• You could even host specific activities or events on your
stand to raise awareness and try and encourage visitors to be
more environmentally friendly.



AWARDING SUSTAINABILITY

This year marks the second year of the Exhibitor Sustainability Award, which recognises 
an exceptional exhibitor or exhibitors, who have truly embraced environmentally 

responsible behaviour and sustainable work practices both at and outside the show.

2019 saw joint winners RS Sailing and Spirit Yachts claim the prestigious accolade.

To enter this year, please click on the link below by 17th August 2021. 

Entry Criteria

Entry is open to all SIBS exhibitors
All award entrants must be signed up to the SIBS pledge

All award questions must be answered for the entry to be considered

ENTER NOW

https://www.southamptonboatshow.com/the-environmental-award-2021/


We look forward to seeing you at 
Southampton International Boat Show 2021!

https://thegreenblue.org.uk/
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